Iranian nationalism. Then there are minor nation-
alisms like those of Ethiopia, the Armenians, the
Kurds and the Azerbaijans. The most volcanic of
them is the Arab nationalism. It is led by Effendis,
the large landowners and Muslim religious leaders
who dream in terms of a Pan-Islamic world domina-
tion. No doubt today it is a highly disorganised force
expressing itself in warring sub-nationalisms. But, of
late, it has found a rallying point in Anti-Jewish agi-
tation. The Arab League, the creature of British
diplomacy, is one of its consolidating factors. But
more virile than all these nationalisms is the con-
centrated progressive nationalism of the 600,000 Jews
which is supported by the closely-knit millions of
Jews in the rest of the world. The Anglo-American
Commission's Report has thrown a bomb in the already
restless Arab World. America openly favours Zion-
ism. Britain dares not part from the Arabs. U.S.S.R*
is waiting to intervene.
The whole of this region has for many years been
dominated by Britain. Its interests are strategic as
well as economic. Few people in India consider the
Indian problem on the background of British interests
in the Middle East, but it is the troubles in that region
which have brought India nearer to independence.
Egypt since the Treaty of 1936 has been friendly
to Britain. Ethiopia is under British influence. Aden,
Eritrea and Somaliland (both British and Italian) are
again part of British dominions. Bahrein, Kuwait,,
Saudi Arabia and Palestine are controlled by Britain
under one or the other of legal relations which impe-
rialism assumes. Iraq has a special Treaty with Bri-
tain, which enjoys valuable concessions there. Britain
154